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ABSTRACT 

Entrepreneurship has been established to be a lifeline of economic growth and development in 

the developed and developing economy. The objective of this research is to determine some 

elements that give an explanationon the variations among secondary students embark on 

intentions. The research also tests the applicability theory of planned behaviour whether if the 

theory can explainsecondary school student‟s entrepreneurial intentions in Bauchi State.  

Design/methodology/approach: A cross-sectional survey was carried out via a sample of 345 

from 60 secondary schools in Bauchi State. The instrument used is self-administered 

questionnaires for data the collection. The goal is to measure conceptual model of 

entrepreneurial intention via structural equations. 

Findings: The results revealed that entrepreneurial intentions of secondary students were 

determine by entrepreneurship education, perceived desirability self-employed and 

entrepreneurship awareness. The awareness of financial assistance had moderating effects on 

previous entrepreneurial experience and perceived desirability self-employed. Though, the 

presumption of start-up business in the future remains self-determining of the fact of whether a 

person had past experienced involvement with entrepreneurship-related activities and neither do 

age has any moderating effect on EI. 

Originality/value: This study is among thepioneer that provided an empirical evidence of the 

moderating role of age and awareness of financial assistance in the relationship between EE, 

PEE, PDSE and EAW and students‟ EIs. The outcomes also provide a significant prove to 

extend that entrepreneurship education particularly in secondary school learners because these 

students are about to expression their intention on the professional career choices. This remains a 

facts that whether the students propose to continue with higher education or to become self-

employed. Consequently this research contributes on the existing knowledge on the attributes 

that prompts entrepreneurial intention among secondary school students in Nigeria particularly in 

Bauchi State. 

Keywords Entrepreneurship education, Entrepreneurial awareness, previous entrepreneurial 

experience, perceived desirability self-employed, age, awareness of financial assistance, 

Entrepreneurial intention 
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INTRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship knowledge and the promotion of entrepreneurial activities are the prevailing 

for the development of a Nation economy. The insufficient wealth distribution, instability of 

educational opportunities, insufficient water, and electricity supply, poor infrastructural 

development, insecurity, unemployment, are the focal stimulus for innovation, creativity and 

new venture creation for sustainable economy advancement (Hoogendoorn et al., 2016). Due to 

the intensive research on entrepreneurship it discovered the reasons why some individuals 

become entrepreneurs and others may not, research EI entice a lot of attention from the 

developed and developing economy (Al-shammari, 2018; Chantson & Urban, 2018; Galvão et 

al., 2018; Ndofirepi et al., 2018; Padilla-Angulo, 2019). Entrepreneurial intention research was 

not only to determine the factors that predict intention but also trying to connect entrepreneurial 

intention entrepreneurial behaviour (Darmanto & Yuliari, 2018; Mothibi & Malebana, 2019). 

Existing literature have established that EI has a significant association with entrepreneurial 

behaviour in relation for an individual to involved in an entrepreneurial activities (Aloulou, 

2017) and business formation (Delanoe, 2013). Conducting research on entrepreneurial intention 

from different geographical background has created an avenue in understanding how individual 

entrepreneurial intention were formed and how new business were emerge, this has contributed 

to individual passion in creating more entrepreneurs (Krueger, 2017; Malebana & Swanepoel, 

2015; Mothibi & Malebana, 2019). Entrepreneurship encourages creativity, job creation, 

innovation, and technological advancement, and it also gives wider range of opportunity for 

formation of a new venture, which brings about economic growth and wealth creation (Holmgren 

& From, 2005).  

 

Similarly, research on the factors that predict entrepreneurial intention can be an insight on the 

design and development of entrepreneurship curriculum in both the secondary and post-

secondary schools. Thus, findings from empirical evidence on entrepreneurial intention can be an 

instrument for the government to reduce unemployment, poverty and insecurity by providing 

enabling environment which would facilitate the support programmes for new business 

formation. Despite the introduction of entrepreneurship education in Nigerian tertiary institutions 

and entrepreneurship support programmed and agencies but the high rate of unemployment 

among the youth is 43.2%  according  to NBS (2018) this problem need to be address and find 

out a solution to it, actually entrepreneurship was the target planned behaviour to assuage this 

problem (Krueger et al., 2000). The most recent entrepreneurship world ranking indicator have 

rated Canada, America, and Switzerland with the highest performance indicators of 79.2, 83.6 

and 80.4% respectively, while Nigeria was rated and ranked at 101 with the performance 

indicator of 19.7, while Mauritania and Chad have the lowest index of 10.9 and 9.0 singly (Ács 

et al., 2018). Empirical evidence have proved that entrepreneurial intention has a significant 

association with entrepreneurial behaviour, but no doubt conducive environment is very vital in 

rousing entrepreneurial intention not only that but also to expedite the evolution from intention to 

act (Mothibi & Malebana, 2019). Although it was clear that entrepreneurial intention study has 

been in existing for over 30yrs (Fayolle & Liñán, 2014), but with little attention on the factors to 

determine EI among secondary school leaners in Nigeria (Ayodele & Olanrewaju, 2013; 

Muhammad et al., 2018; Taiwo & Modupe, 2018). Start-up intention is very crucial among 

senior secondary school it is important because it would assist the government on policy 

implementation on entrepreneurship programme for secondary schools that could help them in 

creating their own business in the near future. The rate of unemployment among the secondary 
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graduates is stands as 13.9 million as compared to those who graduated from tertiary institutions 

is much higher (NBS, 2020)then it becomes deem necessary to identify the elements that 

influence secondary school students‟ EI.  

 

Various researches has been conducted to find out the fundamentals elements that associate with 

secondary school EI (Aragon-Sanchez et al., 2017; Marques et al., 2012; Mothibi & Malebana, 

2019; Paço et al., 2011; Wu & Tian, 2022; Xu et al., 2016) but yet there is an existing gap on the 

factors that influence entrepreneurial intention among secondary schools example the moderating 

role of age and awareness of financial assistance on entrepreneurial intention.   

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND HYPOTHESES DEVELOPMENT 

To study and investigate the factors that prompt entrepreneurial intention and its forerunners, 

various researchers have developed different theoretical model to ascertain the factors that are 

associated with EI among students. After intensive reading through the various literature on the 

study of entrepreneurial intention, this study is based on the examination on the existing model 

of Ajzen (1991), The EI model of Ajzen theory have earlier been presented as the forerunners of 

entrepreneurial intention to entrepreneurial action. Furthermore, thistheoretical model have been 

strongly tested and certified by empirical literature (Amanamah, et al., 2018; Krueger et al., 

2000; Mahmoud et al., 2015; Mothibi & Malebana, 2019; Paço et al., 2011; Patuelli et al., 2020; 

Purwana et al., 2017). These theories have been tested in the area of entrepreneurship and it was 

established that Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) proved to be more robust in determining 

entrepreneurial intention (Krueger et al., 2000), by explaining 74% and 78.6% to date variances 

in Spanish and French students (Iglesias-Sánchez et al., 2016; Padilla-Angulo, 2019). Similarly, 

TPB has also explained the variance of entrepreneurial intention between 21% and 77% in 

African countries (Amanamah, et al., 2018; Chantson & Urban, 2018; Chukwuma & Ogbeide, 

2017; Mwiya et al., 2017). However, on the listed above studies the contribution of independent 

variables such as entrepreneurship education, previous entrepreneurial experience, 

entrepreneurial awareness and perceived desirability self-employed were not comprehensively 

investigated particularly in secondary schools and additionally this study have also introduces the 

moderating variables such as age and awareness of financial studies from the intensive literature 

review AG and AFA have not been combine in a single study. 

 

Entrepreneurial Education (Ee) and Entrepreneurial Intention 

Empirical evidence has indicated positive influence of EE and EI among students and it abound 

in the prior literatures. A research conducted by (Otache, 2019) the outcomes of the results show 

that EE has positive association with students EI, the model one show the significance and 

positive influence between dependent and independent variables. Existingfindings in and outside 

Nigeria such as Adebayo and Kolawole (2013) have found out a basis for the significant 

association between EE, attitude towards entrepreneurship and EI. However, on the contrary 

findings of Oyetunde et al. (2017) shows that entrepreneurship education has insignificant effect 

on students‟ self-sufficient intentions. Their research supports the findings of (Efrata, et al., 

2016) which their research indicated that EE has no association on students‟ EI. However, in 

spite of the convincing studies that proven the positive influence of EE and EI among students. 

In contradicting studies, the result outcome on the study conducted by (Mahendra et al., 

2017)have mixed results whereby the outcomes show that entrepreneurship education indicated 

there is no significant relationship with entrepreneurial intention. Empirical evidence has shown 
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that there is an inconsistent on the influence of entrepreneurship education on entrepreneurial 

intention, then further study need to be conducted. Based on this argument, this study 

hypothesize the significanceand positive relationship between EE and EI.      

 

H1. Entrepreneurship education is positively related to EI among secondary schools students in 

Bauchi State. 

 

Previous entrepreneurial experiences (PEE) and entrepreneurial intention  
Entrepreneurship practical knowledge and skills possibly cannot concessionaire to a person to 

more success in the area of business but rather it would equip him with new skills above those 

without entrepreneurial prior experience but they would assist them to add value on formation a 

new venture Maina (2013). Those students that grew up in a family were they are into business 

have a greater chance of becoming self-dependent and tendency to create their own business. In 

consonant with this argument student with the business background, it may perhaps affect their 

intention to business creationIsrar and Saleem (2018). From the existing literature contended that 

having a family business it is inconsequential to determine a person‟s entrepreneurial intention 

Hoque et al.(2017). It could be the families prior experience on entrepreneurship as a livelihood, 

it is indefinite, it needs further influence; capital in venture is very difficult and other resources 

while they choose to work as employee than becoming self-employed, they also recommend that 

prior experience and entrepreneurship education and masculinity in selecting earnings of livings 

are unrelated to entrepreneurial intention. Consequently, a study conducted by Bilal and Hussien 

(2019) their results indicatedthat there is an association between entrepreneurial intention and 

prior entrepreneurial experience and the students' future inclination in the university.    

Thus, from the above argument this study hypothesized that previous entrepreneurial experience 

is positively related to EI. 

 

H2. Previous entrepreneurship experience is has a positive relationship with EI among secondary 

school students in Bauchi State. 

 

Entrepreneurial awareness (EAW) and entrepreneurial intention 
Entrepreneurship is among the future best professional prospects for a nation and human 

development, in a quest whereby majority of the individual have deficiency of entrepreneurship 

knowledge it‟s difficult for them to derive the benefit of it (Rahmawati et al., 2012). The 

emergent of EAW was first discovered by Israel (1979) he stated that people with entrepreneurial 

awareness has the opportunity to identify the gap with a few evidence at their disposal. However, 

empirical evidence have proven a significant association between entrepreneurial awareness and 

entrepreneurial intention Ho et al. (2018) conducted research on the effect of entrepreneurship 

training on entrepreneurial efficacy and awareness among adolescent youth, the outcomes of 

their study revealed that there is positive variance in the scan and search component of 

entrepreneurial awareness between the treatment, control and groups. Furthermore, the results 

also show insignificant variance in the link and associated dimension of entrepreneurial 

awareness between the treatment, control and groups at Time. Another study by (Lim, et al., 

2015) revealed a significance association between EAW and EI among students. From the 

findings of Obschonka et al. (2017) they discovered a mediating association between personality 

differences, entrepreneurial awareness and intention.Prior empirical evidences have stated 
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individual with high entrepreneurial awareness can have high EI base on this the study 

hypothesized that there is significance relationship between EAW and EI. 

 

H04. Entrepreneurial awareness is positively related to EI among secondary school students in 

Bauchi State. 

 

Perceived Desirability Self-employed (PDSE) 

The Shapero‟s model highlighted for a person to start-up a new business it depends on his 

perceived desirability and ability to a certain action Talaş et al. (2013). Many studies have 

indicated that intention is a factor that conduit person whether or not to create a business, but it 

determines by his perceived desirability towards entrepreneurship Senarath and Perera (2018), on 

a similar findingKrueger (1993) found out that the ability of a person to become entrepreneur 

was triggered through individual perceived desirability and discernment of viability. Krueger et 

al. (2000) further explained and presented that the correctness of the EET is link with theory of 

plan behaviour elements in EET elements. Subsequently, the model indicated that a progressive 

predictive precision in forming entrepreneurial intention. According to the Fishbein and Ajzen 

(1975) in the Theory of Reasoned Action, for an individual to engage in an entrepreneurship 

activities is as a result of his attitude towards comportment, apparent prescriptive views of others 

like people in the community pear group, family and colleagues at work and apparent 

behavioural control.  

 

According to the study of Solesvik et al. (2012) found out that those people with high intensities 

of perceived desirability, perceived feasibility ATB and PBC were probably to developed 

entrepreneurial intention. Moreover, a resilient believed that the ability for the individual to 

become an entrepreneur is as a result of linking of these variables “tolerance for risk, perceived 

feasibility and perceived desirability”Segal, et al. (2005).From the previous empirical finding on 

the correlation between PDSE and EI. This this researchpostulate that there is a correlation 

between PDSE and EI.  

 

H3. Perceived desirability self-employed is positively related to EI among secondary school 

students in Bauchi State. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

In this research, the procedure for data collection was the used of self-administered questionnaire 

with numerous closed-ended questions related to the demographic characteristics, the EE, PEE, 

EAW, PDSE, AFA, AG and the EI. The self-administered questionnaire is in accordance with 

the prevailing theoretical and empirical views and the applicability of the TPB to 

entrepreneurship intentions. Questionnaires were distributed in the student‟s classes, with 

approval from the schools principles. The completed questionnaires were returned at the end of 

the exercise. The final rate of the respondent received in the questionnaire was 83.3% which 

shown the high rate of the respondent satisfaction to participated in the study. After the data were 

collected and inserted in statistical package for the social science (SPSS). The SPSS was used for 

the preliminary analyses; whereas the measurement and structural models were evaluated using 

Smart-PLS, various prior researches applied TPB and deployed the regression analysis 

technique. Furthermore, due to the intricacy of entrepreneurial intention, it becomes necessary to 

applied structural equation modelling. The structural equation modeling methods it gives the 
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proper way on how efficiently the conceptual model which consists variables and hypothetical 

constructs, are hysterics in collecting data (Hoyle & Smith, 1994). The structural equation 

modeling technique explains the blueprint between a set of latent constructs, whereby one or 

more indicators can be measured.        

 

RESULTS 

The population consists of sixty secondary school in Bauchi State, the total sample of size was 

345 secondary school students. The results indicate the pattern of some missing values in the 

data set which is agreed with the MCAR pattern. EI1 and AFA1 has indicate the highest number 

of missing value (Count = 3) with a 9.0 percent each and followed by AFA4 with 1 missing 

value which signifies 3.0 percent of the data. The age bracket is 13 and 15 years old which 

signifies47.3% are female, and the 14 years are the average age. According to Nunnally (1978), 

reliability and validity are important psychometric to stated . To test the composite reliability of 

the proposed scale the Cronbach‟s alpha is applied. The criterion of a Cronbach„s alpha 

coefficient of a value of 0.60 in exploratory research is satisfactory (Hair et al., 2007) the 

coefficient of 0.70 on an average reliability or higher shows that the instruments has a high 

reliability standard (Hair et al., 2010; Sekaran & Bougie, 2010). The varietyvalues from 0.85 to 

0.89 on the Cronbach‟s alpha and from 0.62 to 0.91 valueson the composite reliability in (Table 

1) shows that the scales may be considered as reliable. 

 

Table 1. Reliability measures  
 

Construct Composite reliability Cronbach alpha 

EI 0.87 0.71 

EE 0.89 0.81 

PEE 0.85 0.91 

PDSE 0.89 0.70 

EAW 0.87 0.69 

AFA 0.85 0.62 

AG 0.895 0.77 

 

Individual item reliability 

The discrete  item  consistency  wereassessed  by  exploring  the  outer  loadings  of  each 

construct„s measure (Hair et al., 2012; Hair et al., 2014)  as  represented  in  Figure 1.The 

examinations of the  outer  loadings of individual constructs measuredis according to the Hair  et 

al. (2014) rule of thumb for holding an  item if the item has a loadings between .40 and .70,  

subject  to  the  raise  of  average  variance  extracted  (AVE)  and  composite reliability (CR). 

Out of 36 items, 2 were deleted (EE2 and AFA5) because they indicated a loadings lower than 

the benchmark of 0.40 (Hair et al., 2014). Hence, in the model, 34 items are kept; because their 

loadings is within 0.576 and 0.867 then, they are considered acceptable for onward analysis (see 

Figure 1.). Similarly, Table 2  here present the  loadings  of  the  individual  indicators  on  their  

relevant constructs in the research model. 

 

 

 



IJARR, 7(8), 2022; 19-33 

25 
 

 
Fig. 1 Structural Model 

 

Table 2Crossloadings 

 

EI  PEE   PDSE  EE  EAW  AGE  AFA  

EI1 0.623 PEE1 0.698 PDS1 0.749 EE1 0.861 EAW1 0.842 AG1 0.833 AFA1 0.825 

EI2 0.601 PEE2 0.714 PDS2 0.779 EE3 0.867 EAW2 0.794 AG2 0.814 AFA2 0.835 

EI3 0.646 PEE3 0.785 PDS3 0.783 EE4 0.751 EAW3 0.800 AG3 0.840 AFA3 0.825 

EI4 0.841 PEE4 0.762 PDS4 0.755 EE5 0.694 EAW4 0.751 AG4 0.815 AFA4 0.576 

EI5 0.843 PEE5 0.746 PDS5 0.763 EE6 0.712            

EI6 0.781   PDS6 0.715              

 

The separation of a model infers a structural model and a measurement model (Anderson and 

Gerbing, 1988). The measurement model denotes to the point out or sub-constructs that echo the 

related constructs, and the structural model states the associations among constructs. The above 

table 2 show all the individual factor loadings. 

 

Table 3. Path coefficients 

 Beta T Statistics P Values f
2
 R-Square 

Entpr_Edu ->Entpr_Intent 0.484 11.989 0.000 0.021 

 

0.735 

Prev_Entpr_Exper ->Entpr_Intent -0.015 0.341 0.733 0.416 

Perc_Desir_Self_Employ ->Entpr_Intent 0.298 6.164 0.000 0.115 

Entpr_Aware ->Entpr_Intent 0.124 2.576 0.010 0.000 

 

The path coefficients are the appraisals of the  hypothesized  connection between the endogenous  

latent  constructs  (EI)  and  the  exogenous latent  constructs  (EE, PEE, PDSE, EAW, AFA and 

AG) in the structural model. The intensity of the link is shown by the degree and impact of the 

assessments.  Path  coefficients  that  are  close  to  +1  revealed or signify  strong positive  

associations  while  those  that  tend  towards  -1  are  painstaking  to  indicate strong  negative  

associations  (Hair  et  al,  2014). The  importance  of  the  path estimates is resolute through the 

bootstrapping process in the Smart PLS-SEM software  using  the  critical  t-value  for  
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significance  testing  at  5  percent  level  of significance.  Table 3 presented the path coefficients 

(β) with their respective t-values, p-values and f2 values.  As  revealed  in  the  table,  three  

paths  indicated a  positive associations  while  only  one  path  indicated  a  negativeassociation. 

 

Testing the Moderating Effect 

After examining the association between the independent and the moderator on the dependent 

variables, as shown in table 4.  and Figure 1 the  next step  was  to  examine  the  interaction  

term  (i.e.  the  multiplication  of  independent variables  by  the  moderator  variable) (Vinzi et 

al., 2010). The product of the indicators of the variables is employed to reveal the latent 

interaction variables (Henseler & Chin, 2010). According to this procedure, the results of the 

interacting effects is between AG and AFA on the link between EE, EI, PDSE, PEE, EAW and 

EI were examined and presented.  The model in Figure 1 test whether the prediction of EI, from 

EE, PDSE, PEE and EAW, can be improved when AG and AFA are included as moderating 

variables become. The  result  of  the  hypothesis  testing  shows  that  AG  has  no moderating 

effect  on  the  association  between  EE, PEE, EAW and EI. Moreover, table 4 and Figure 1 

indicated that the interaction terms representing EE*AG and EI (β  =  -0.052,  t  =  1.106,  p  

<0.269), PEE*AG and EI (β  =  -0.023,  t  =  0.376,  p  <0.707), EAW*AG and EI (β  =  0.011;  t  

=  0.218 p  <0.828)  and PDSE* AG and EI (β =  0.095;  t  =  1.757 p  <0.079) are all statistically 

not significant, then, H5a, H5b, H5c and H5d are not supported that is to show that there is no 

interaction as shown in Table 4 and Figure 1; thus, the outcomes in  Table 4 shows there is no 

moderation.However, the findings from the  hypothesis  testing  shows  that  AFA  has  no 

moderating effect  on  the  association  between  EE, and EI. Moreover, table 5 and Figure 1 

shownthe relational terms that representing EE*AFA and EI (β  =  -0.023,  t  =  0.430,  p  

<0.667) and EAW*AG and EI (β  =  -0.100;  t  =  1.876 p  <0.061) are statistically  not  

significant, then, H6a and H6d are not supported. Finally, the interaction term of PEE*AFA and 

EI (β  =  0.155,  t  =  2.320,  p  <0.020); and PDSE* AG and EI (β  =  -0.131;  t  =  2.173 p  

<0.030).   as  shown  in  Table  4  and  Figure 1;  thus,  the  result  of  the  H6b and H6c are all  

supported. 

 

Table 4. Testing moderating of Age and AFA 

  Beta  T Statistics P Values 

H5a Age ->Edu->Entpr_Intent -0.052 1.106 0.269 

H5b Age -> PDS->Entpr_Intent 0.095 1.757 0.079 

H5c Age -> PEE->Entpr_Intent -0.023 0.376 0.707 

H5d Age -> EAW->Entpr_Intent 0.011 0.218 0.828 

H6a AFA3 ->Edu->Entpr_Intent -0.023 0.430 0.667 

H6b AFA1 ->PEE->Entpr_Intent 0.155 2.320 0.020 

H6c AFA2 -> PDS->Entpr_Intent -0.131 2.173 0.030 

H6d AFA4 -> EAW->Entpr_Intent -0.100 1.876 0.061 

 

DISCUSSION 

The target of this research is to determine the determinantsof entrepreneurial intention among 

secondary school students in Bauchi State using theory of planned behavior whether if it can 

predict the EI of secondary school students with the moderating effect of awareness of financial 

assistance and age. The outcomes of the study have also reinforced the theory of planned 

behavior as a model for determining EIs of secondary school students in Bauchi State. The 
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outcomes of this research is in consonant with the results of Mothibi and Malebana (2019) and 

Paco et al. (2011) and Malebana (2014) in backing-up the applicability of theory of planned 

behaviour in the prediction of EI of secondary school students. The entrepreneurial intention of 

secondary school students in this research were determine by entrepreneurship education, 

perceived desirability self-employed and entrepreneurship awareness. In line with outcomes of 

Rauch and Hulsink (2015);and Ni and Ye (2018) entrepreneurship education exerted a strong 

effect of entrepreneurship intentions of secondary school students. Furthermore, these findings 

partly supported prior studies which identify EI of secondary school students using the theory of 

planned behaviour (Fayolle & Liñán, 2014; Marques et al., 2012; Paço et al., 2011; Xu et al., 

2016). Furthermore, these outcomes is in support with the empirical findingswhich tested EI 

among secondary school students using theory of planned behaviour (Fayolle & Liñán, 2014; 

Paço et al., 2011; Xu et al., 2016), which predict that EIs of secondary school students were 

predicted by PDSE and EAW.By confirming the theory of planned behaviour, findings in this 

research support those of other researchers who found that EIs can be projectedprecisely from 

the EE, PDSE and EAW (for example, Al-shammari, 2018b; Chantson & Urban, 2018; 

Malebana, 2014; Zhang et al., 2014).  

 

By and large EE and EI were tested and the results predict the relationship between EE and EI. 

The findings of this research is in relation with the earlier  studies of (Adelaja & Arshard, 2016; 

Fayolle & Gailly, 2015; Hattab, 2014; Maresch et al., 2016; Purwana et al., 2017), which argues 

that EE significantly influence EI. Furthermore, the results confirmed those of(Haque et al., 

2017; Zapkau et al., 2015; Zhang et al., 2014)which indicated insignificant association between 

PEE and EI. Thisresearch findings refute those of earlier research which indicate that PEE is 

significantly related to EI (Amanamah et al., 2018). These findings painted a different picture 

about the role PEE in the formation of EI among secondary school students. However, this result 

also revealed that the EAW can play a significant role on aperson‟s EI formation. The EAW had 

the strongest significance effect on EI, These findings support those of (Campos, 2016; Hu et al., 

2018; Li & Li, 2014; Sang & Lin, 2019) which they reported a positive effect betweenEAW and 

EI. Therefore, the EAW can rise the attraction of the entrepreneurial career and the social 

pressure on an individual on a business formation.  

 

The results on the moderating effects of age on entrepreneurship may have a positive or 

negativeeffect in certain circumstances or settings. This result may also be explained by the fact 

that the age of the students is non-supportive on their entrepreneurial inclination, as ascertain by 

Lin and Wang (2018), therefore the H5a, H5b, H5c and H5d are rejected that is to show that 

there is no interaction as shown in Table 4. Similarly, AFA have moderating effect on PEE and 

PDSE on the H6b and H6c were supported, this is in line with the empirical studies which 

reported that awareness of financial assistance influences entrepreneurial intention(Eresia-Eke & 

Raath, 2013; Sabana, 2014).This study have support the World Bank Enterprise Survey (2014) 

and Igweet. al.(2018), that insufficient knowledge of finances deter individual entrepreneurial 

activities, that is to say AFA is crucial element towards strengthening EI. In the context of the 

findings AFAwill enrich the academic literature that supports that the better individual has an 

AFA, and then it will improve his aspiration in the involvement in entrepreneurship activities 

which will improve his entrepreneurial intention. 
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The confines of the current study open a path for the future research in the area of 

entrepreneurial intention among secondary schools. First of all, the current study reveals an 

opportunity to benefit from entrepreneurship education in early age towards entrepreneurial 

intention. Thus, this present researchrevealed an insight to the entrepreneurship scholars, 

educators, policymakers, and other interested stakeholders to be responsible in designing youth 

empowerment programmes towards entrepreneurship development interventions this could 

exploit the efficiency of their programmes by affiliating with the secondary schools management 

on the awareness campaign to improve the status of entrepreneurship activities to inspire EI.It is 

recommended for further studies to lay a foundation and understanding the role of secondary 

schools technology transfer and knowledge sharing, also paying more attention on all students‟ 

participation in the early stages of entrepreneurship education and entrepreneurial process. It is 

imperative to make the study more broad to include North-East part of Nigeria and also to across 

the entire country.  

 

The concept of the entrepreneurial intention was measured in this current study with the 

application of TPB. Though, the concept is multidimensional but because of the restraints 

mentioned in the previous section the current study used the concept as one-dimensional. 

Therefore, the present study recommends researchers to use the multidimensional (i.e. 

entrepreneurship education, previous entrepreneurship experience, perceived desirability self-

employed and entrepreneurial intention). Furthermore, future research with longitudinal design is 

necessary to provide insights about secondary schools-related factors at the individual and 

organizational levels.Student‟s exposure to the entrepreneurial role model and the type of 

business they do would increase and contribute their perceptions towards entrepreneurial 

activities. However, TPB can also be of a greater important instrument for entrepreneurship 

development, as the research of EI is still new in Nigeria, it is important for more knowledge on 

the factors that determine the antecedences of EI with the vision to increase entrepreneurial 

activities 

 

CONCLUSION 

This research seeks to answer relevant research questions which are related to the 

determinantsEIs of secondary school learners in Nigeria particularly in Bauchi State. To get 

appropriate explanation for that, the Azjen‟s TPB was deployed. The Azjen‟s theory was 

considered more robust model in building EI through pedagogic procedures and learning 

frameworks. The conceptual framework of this researchis in line with the existing literature as 

well as on practical issues in the context of Nigerian secondary schools entrepreneurship 

development, in the relation with these variables EE, PEE, EAW, PDSE, AFA and AG. All the 

research questions were answered. This research core EI model is based on the TPBwhich 

empiricallyhave proving valid on EI prediction and these findings confirm that EE, PDSE and 

EAW have a positive association with EI. Entrepreneurial process commence before the 

embarking process (Paco, 2011), it‟s paramount that policy makers in education should be 

guided to develop new attitudes among secondary school students to provide pedagogic 

resources with entrepreneurship education. The outcomes of thisresearch have revealed that EE, 

PDSE, EAW are vital component to determine the EI.    
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